
love inc bc.org                                                    Second Quarter 2016

Boone County Churches Transforming Lives and Communities In the Name of Christ
LOVE INC

The 2016 planting season is underway, 
and we are excited about our third annual 
Growing Hope field, which will be in 
Perry Township.  

Farming is a unique business compared to 
most. In what line of work can you start 
over from the 
very beginning 
e a c h y e a r ? 
When planting 
s e a s o n r o l l s 
around, it is a 
f r e s h s t a r t . 
Every farmer 
b e g i n s t h e 
season combin-
ing education 
and past experi-
e n c e i n t o a 
t h o r o u g h l y 
mapped out plan 
that will then be 
e x e c u t e d . 
Sounds like a 
perfect scenario, 
right?  

Even with a fresh start each year, 
unpredictability makes it a very 
challenging way of life. The most thought 
out plans can be severely interrupted 
when the next big thunderstorm rolls in 
delaying planting and causing damage to 
the already planted crop. At the same 
time, the experience that farmers use to 
make decisions can be unreliable due to 
the hundred variables that created the 
outcome in years past. So many 
challenges from circumstances out of our 
control as well as miscalculated decisions 
make farming very difficult. Every year 
farmers look forward to a fresh start. 

If we are honest with ourselves, this is 
life. How many unforeseen circumstances 
have you experienced in your life just this 
year, and it’s only May? On the other 
hand, how many decision have you made 
that you wished you could have thought 

t h r o u g h 
differently? If 
you are like me, 
I am sure there 
are many.  

I invite you to 
come and be a 
p a r t o f a 
ministry that 
walks beside 
our neighbors, 
helps lift them 
up, and shares 
with them that 
e a c h d a y i n 
Christ is a new 
season. Each 
day is getting 
up and making 
the decision that 

I am going to follow Jesus. 

 Aren’t you glad that whatever your life 
experience has been, whatever decisions 
you make, Jesus loves you enough to give 
you that fresh start? 

Dave Myers, 
Committee Member

Third Annual Planting Underway

Jesus tells us he came so that we 
may have l i f e and have i t 
abundantly (John 10:10).  One of 
the best things about working and 
volunteering at Love INC is that we 
get to see this play out on a regular 
basis. Two recent examples come to 
mind.   

First, we reached out to people on 
our general email list, asking for 
prayer for a couple overwhelmed 
with medical bills following an 
accident. Not only did we get 
messages that people were praying, 
but God prompted an individual, 
someone who had received help 
from Love INC in the past, to 
d o n a t e s o m e m o n e y a s a n 
encouragement for the couple.   

A second example involves a 
neighbor who wears an uncommon 
size of clothing. He called us, asking 
for help in getting clothing for 
spring and summer.  Again, we 
emailed the friends of Love INC.  
One of them happened to be 
cleaning out closets that day when 
she received the message.  Within a 
few hours, she delivered a bag of 
shirts to our office.  Over the next 
few days, more shirts and some 
jeans were provided.   

These stories illustrate not only the 
love and generosity of God’s people, 
but that He provides even more than 
we ask.  He is so faithful and good!   

Why do we ever doubt? 

Why
Do We Ever

Doubt!

If we are honest with ourselves, this is life.



Our f reezers a re 
bursting at the seams 
with the donation of 
500 pounds of ground 
pork and sausage that

We go through many seasons 
of change over the course of 
our lives.  When we were 
young we learned how to cope 
wi th l e t t ing go o f our 
mother’s or father’s hand as 
we started our first day of 
school.  We grew older and 

faced leaving home, unsure of 
how we could cope with being in an entirely new 
environment. Eventually marriage and the birth of 
children brought new, exciting changes to our lives, and 
we coped with the wonderful gifts God gave us.  
In some seasons of change, the ones accompanied by a 
significant loss, the struggle to cope is even harder.  The 
death of a loved one leaves us wondering how it could 
possibly be part of God’s plan, and we find it difficult to 
see how we will get through it.   
Making a move from any place where we have set down 
roots can cause us to feel alone, whether we are leaving 
our parents and childhood home or making countless 
other transitions throughout our life. 
Though we go through many changes, both good and 
bad, we can take great comfort in knowing God Himself 
never changes. Malachi 3:6 reads, I the LORD do not 
change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not 
destroyed. Often in times of significant change, we 
simultaneously experience uncertainty that can make it 
seem as though God is nowhere to be found.  However, 
God doesn’t wait for us to get through periods of 
uncertainty; He walks right alongside us through it all.  
We are not consumed by the fears or uncertainties that 
accompany seasons of change because we are blessed by 
an all-knowing, ever-faithful God who has told us to not 
be discouraged or afraid because He is always with us 
(Joshua 1:9).   
The God who kept Noah and his family safe from the 
flood waters is the same God who helps us through the 
many seasons of change in our lives. The God who 
parted the Red Sea for Moses is the same God to whom 
we pray for comfort when we grieve the loss of a loved 
one. Lamentations 3:22-23 tells us, Because of the Lord’s 
great love we are not consumed, for his compassions 
never fail.  They are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness.   

At Love INC we strive to transform the lives of our 
neighbors for the better by doing what we can to help 
them cope with the many seasons of change they face.  
We believe we are instruments of God’s peace, and it is 
our mission to work through Him in all things. 
Blessings! 
Mike Kraft 
Executive Director, Love INC of Boone County
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I the LORD do not change. Malachi 3:6

Four indivi-
duals attended 
a v o l u n t e e r 
training class 
on February 25 
l e d b y 
Clearinghouse 
Coordinator, 
April Wilson. 
T h e c l a s s 
introduced the principles of Love INC and explained the 
processes and procedures for providing assistance to the 
needy in Boone County. We are excited to get these 
volunteers plugged in to the ministry.  Thank you for your 
willingness to serve!

The student council at Central 
Elementary recently organized a food 
drive to collect non-perishable food 
items for Love INC.  These items 
will be distributed to neighbors in 
need through food pantries housed at 
two of our partnering churches.  
Thank you to these students for their 
help in feeding the hungry in Boone 
County.

Charli Agnew recently 
provided Love INC with 
298 personal care items 
that she collected from 
friends who attended her 
10th b i r thday par ty.  
These items were passed 
along to our Personal 
Care GAP ministry which 
i s h o u s e d a t F i r s t 
Community Church, where they will be given to Love INC 
neighbors.  Many thanks to Charli for her generous gift!

God Has Us Covered In All Seasons 

God doesn’t wait for us to get through  
periods of uncertainty;  

He walks right alongside us through it all.

CLEARINGHOUSE

Birthday Brings Gifts to GAP Ministry

Clearinghouse Volunteer Training 

Donation from Central Elementary

Pork Donation

we recently received through the Hoosiers Feeding the Hungry 
program.  New Hope Christian Church and Dover Christian 
Church will pass the meat on, through their frozen food GAP 
ministries, to Love INC neighbors who request food.   
If you would like to learn more about the Hoosiers Feeding the 
Hungry program, visit  hoosiersfeedingthehungry.org.

Hoosiers Feeding the Hungry
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TRANSFORMATIONAL MINISTRY

M i k e a n d J e n n y 
traveled to Nampa, 
Idaho, for training 
last February.  The 
Love INC affiliate 
there has been in 
place for about 16 
years and has a well-

established Transformational Ministry program led by 
Executive Director, Lois Tupyi, author of Redemptive 
Compassion.  
The two came back excited and energized about the future of 
our Transformational Ministry program.  Much of what they 
learned will be implemented this fall.  For training details, see 
“Redemptive Compassion Training” above.

Twenty-eight people 
attended the Bridges 
O u t o f P o v e r t y 
training led by Jenny 
Wheat in February.   
The training helped 
participants under-
stand generational 
poverty and laid the 

groundwork for future sessions that will teach them how to 
develop plans for moving people out of poverty.    

—Do you ever feel guilty when you pass 
someone begging for money at the 
intersection? 
—Do you ever wonder if your donations 
to those in need are really making a 
difference? 
—Do you get frustrated trying to 
understand why some people seem to be 
stuck in endless need? 
—Do you wonder why, with all the 
various work being done by so many 
organizations, the problem of poverty 

continues to grow? 
If so, please join me as we delve into how we can better 
understand our neighbors in poverty, and how God has called us 
to help.  We are not called to simply sustain our neighbors in 
their poverty but to let God work through us to truly transform 
lives.  Sometimes, what looks like help may really not be 
helping at all and might even be making things worse! 

Redemptive Compassion training options: 
Tuesdays, May 3—June 7, 10:30—11:30am in the Love INC 
conference room at 817 W. Pearl St., Lebanon. 
Wednesdays, May 4—July 20, 6:45—7:45pm at Zionsville 
United Methodist Church, 9644 Whitestown Rd, Zionsville.  (You 
are welcome to come to the meal, served from 6—6:45pm.)  These 
sessions go for twelve weeks instead of six because there also will 
be some Bridges Out of Poverty information shared the first several 
weeks.  If you missed that training in February, please feel free to 
join us! 
Wednesdays, May 4—June 8, 1:00—2:00pm in the Love INC 
conference room. 
It is my sincere hope that you will be able to attend the Redemptive 
Compassion study sessions.  I believe you will be as excited about 
the work God has for us to do as I am! 
To make sure I order enough materials for everyone, please send an 
email to jenny@loveincbc.org to confirm your plans to attend.

Zionsville Fellowship 
9090 W. Oak St., Zionsville 
June 6-10, 9:00am-11:30am 
Register online: zionsvillefellowship.org

New Hope Christian Church 
5780 S. Main St., Whitestown 
June 6-10, 8:15am-11:45am 
Ages 4 yrs-5th grade (entering in the fall) 
Register online: newhopecc.net

Zionsville Christian Church 
120 N. 9th St., Zionsville 
July 11-16, 9:00am-noon 
Ages 3 yrs-5th grade 
Register online: zionsvillechristian.org 

Lebanon Rock Church 
504 E. Elm St., Lebanon 
July 24-27, 7pm  
Register: 765-482-4087

Training the Trainers

Bridges Out of Poverty Training

Walk This Way

Pirates

Submerged

Catch the Wave of God’s Amazing Love

Summer is almost here, and many of our 
partnering churches are gearing up for a fun 
summer of VBS.  Here is the information that 
has been shared with us.

Redemptive Compassion Training — Learning  How to Move People Out of Poverty

— Jenny Wheat

Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the one who 
takes refuge in him.                     — Psalm 34:8

2016
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We are excited to announce that 
Marcia Overfield will be joining 
the staff of Love INC as the new 
Clearinghouse Coordinator!   
Marcia, a lifelong resident of Boone 
County, brings much experience 
from her thirty years of teaching, as 
well as a deep faith and an 

impressive background of church 
and community service.  She and her husband, Rick, make 
their home in western Boone County and are members of 
Dover Christian Church, where Marcia serves as pianist.   
Please join us in welcoming Marcia to Love INC!

At the end of March, Love INC said 
g o o d b y e t o C l e a r i n g h o u s e 
Coordinator, April Wilson, by 
hosting a reception in her honor.   
April oversaw the Clearinghouse, 
the heart of the ministry, and 
established relationships with our 
partnering churches and their 
volunteers that are the foundation for 
what we do to help those in need.   
We are thankful for the time she served at Love INC, and we 
wish her well in her new role as director of a non-profit in 
Indianapolis.

The Love INC board and staff extend a special thank you to 
Rock Meskauskas and Jim Ramsey.   
Rock recently resigned his position on the board of directors 
after serving the ministry for a year.  We appreciate his energy 
and passion for serving, as well as the many delicious meals 
he provided for various meetings and classes.  We know the 
Lord is leading him to other opportunities, and we wish him 
much success in those endeavors.   
Jim also recently resigned from his position on the board, as 
he will be taking a job opportunity in Indianapolis.  Jim has 
been a board member for almost two years.  His insights as a 
pastor were especially valuable as the board developed the 
strategic plan for the growth of the ministry.  We wish him the 
best in his new position.  

Warm Farewells 
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Office hours:  
10 am — 4 pm  

Monday through Friday

 Mobilizing area churches to transform lives and communities in the name of Christ.
Love INC Boone County 
P. O. Box 368, Lebanon IN 46052 
765.482.6152    www.loveincbc.org

Barry Weaver, Chairman, Lebanon Christian 
Dean DeVries, Vice-Chairman, Lebanon Christian 
Kyle Kincaid, Secretary, New Hope Christian 
Brittany Goon, Treasurer, Lebanon Christian 
Cliff Fiscus, Zionsville Fellowship 
Cindy Hall, Zionsville United Methodist 
Mark King,Traders Point Christian 
Gary Smith, New Hope Christian 
Patti Williams, Pleasant View

Welcomes

Marcia Overfield

and

We are pleased to welcome Jessica 
Lyon as our summer intern.  Jessica, 
a native of Bryan, Ohio, is finishing 
her second year at Purdue where she 
studies sociology with a focus in 
Human Development and Family 
Studies.  Her extracurricular 
activities include leading the 
f u n d r a i s i n g c o m m i t t e e f o r 

Phenomena 2016 and serving as vice-president of the Purdue 
Nutrition Society.  She is also a member of the Purduettes, a 
group of approximately 60 female singers who act as 
university ambassadors, traveling the state, nation, and world.   
Jessica is enthusiastic about the work of Love INC and looks 
forward to assisting us with our summer Transformational 
Ministry Programming, serving on the planning committee 
for the annual banquet, researching grant opportunities, and 
performing various other office tasks as needed.  We look 
forward to having her on board!     

Jessica Lyon

Welcome to the Love INC staff!

April Wilson

Board of DirectorsLove INC Stats, 1st Quarter 2016

Grateful thanks for your service.


